COMMUNITY AIR PROTECTION PROGRAM AB617

ANTELOPE VALLEY COMMUNITY
AIR MONITORING PRGRAM

SUBMITTED BY:

THE ANTELOPE VALLEY AIR QUALITY
MANAGEMENT DISTRICT

IN PARTNERSHIP WITH THE

ASSOCIATION OF
RURAL TOWN COUNCILS

JULY 31,2018

ASSOCIATION OF
RURAL TOWN COUNCILS

Antelope Valley

Air Quality Management District




VI.

VII.

VIII.

TABLE OF CONTENTS
INTRODUCTION

THE ANTELOPE VALLEY COMMUNITY MONITORING PROPOSAL WAS
DEVELOPED FROM A COMMUNITFFOCUSED FRAMEWORK

THE ANTELOPE VALLEXOMMUNITY MONITORING PRGRAM BUILDS ON
EXISTING INFORMATION AND FILLS PARTICULATE "DATBAPS"

THE ANTELOPE VALLEY COMMUNITY MONITORINNROGRAM IS A
COMMUNITY-DRIVEN ACTION.

THE ANTELOPE VALLEY COMMUNITY MONITORINNROGRAM WILL MEET
CARB'S TIMELINE FOR ACTION ESTABLISHED FOR AB 617 IMPLEMENTATION.

PUBLIC ENGAGEMENTS ESSENTIAL TO THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE
PROPOSEMANTELOPE VALLEY COMMUNITY AIR MONITORING PROGRAM.

THE ANTELOPE VALLEY COMMUNITY WARRANTS SELECTION AS A
"FIRST YEAR" PRIORITYCOMMUNITY

THE ANTELOPE VALLEY COMMUNITY WARRANTS SELECTION ASIRST
YEAR"COMMUNITYBECAUSE THE "STATEWIDE STRATEGIES TO DELIVER

NEW REDUCTIONS IN IMPACTED COMMUNITIES" ARE INAPPLICABLE TO MOST
OF THE PARTICULATE SOURCES IN THE ANTELOPE VALLEY.

THE ANTELOPEVALLEY COMMUNITY AIR MONITORING PROGRAM IS AN
ACTION-ORIENTED PROGRAM.

X. ANTELOPE VALLEY COMMUNITY AIR MONITORING PROGRAM GRANT REQUEST

ENDNOTES

ATTACHMENT 1- Letters andcommunications from individuals and organizations
expressing intent to participate in the antelope valley community monitoring program
steering committee.

ATTACHMENT 2 - Letters of support from throughout the Antelope Valley Community

ATTACHMENT 3- Draft test matrix and data quality objectives for the Antelope Valley
Community Air Monitoring Program.

ATTACHMENT4 - AVAQMDand ARTCjoint CAPP submittal datedhpril 30, 2018



l. INTRODUCTION

The AntelopeValley Air Quality Management Distric("AVAQMD"), in partnership with the
Association of Rural Town Councils ("ARTC"), seeks to develop and implement an action
oriented community air monitoring plan under the Community Air Protection Program
("CAPP) established pursuant to AB617. Consistent with the requirements established
for the CAPP by the California Air Resources Board ("CARB"), ¢ AQMDprovided an
initial submittal on April 30, 2018 that set forth detailed information regarding the
Antelope Valey Community including health indicator datashowing the substantial health
inequities experienced byAntelope Valley residentsalong with data demonstrating thatthe
Antelope Valley Communitymeetsthe "DisadvantagedCommunity” criteria established by
AB617. Asdiscussed in the April 30 submittal, the Antelope Valley Community often
experiences elevated ambient particulate levels that are not localized and are in fact widely
dispersed by sustained wind eventshat frequently shift direction. It is believed that all
neighborhoods and areas within the Antelope Valley Communitgxperiencehigh ambient
particulate eventst, howeverthere is insufficient data todetermine whether some areas are
more affected than others, or even where the primary particulate sources areThis
uncertainty is magnified by the fact thathe compliance status of the Antelope Valley with
respect tostate and federal ambient air quality standads for PM2.5and federal standards
for PM10 has never been established.

What is certain is that ambientparticulate is directly responsible for the sharp rise in
Valley Fever diagnoses in the Communitfthe Antelope Valley is burdened with the highest
incidents ofVValley Fever in Los Angeles Courtynd has the fifthhighestburden in
California3; theincidence of Valley Fever in the Antelope Valley Communitpntinuesto
increase at an alarming raté) and it substantially exacerbates other health problerathat
disproportionately burden Antelope Valley Community residents. For instance (and as
discussed in detail below), portions of the Antelope Valley are in the %%ercentile for
cardiovasculardiseaserates and asthma, and in the100 percentile for low birth weights
according to the June 2018 version of CalEnviroscreen.

Ambient particulate in the Antelope Valley Community results from a combination of
factors including unique geology and geography, highly variable meteorological conditions,
sustained winds,and a wide variety of particulate sources (dispersed in some areas and
concentrated in others) whichresults in particulate that is entrained in one area to be
carried great distances and deposdd in a different area. For this reasonfie AVAQMD and
ARTC consider ambient particulate to be a systemic problem that affects the Antelope

1



Valley Community "as a whole", and we propose to address it "as a whalkefough
implementation of the Antelope Valley Community Air Monitoring Progranwherein the
AVAQMD expects to 1YUse the particulate concentration data to ascertain the extent to
which elevatedPM2.5concentrations occur; 2) Reconcile the particulate concentration
data with meteorological data to identify theprimary source or sources of prticulate that
contribute to ambient particulate levels; and 3) Work with residents, businesswners,
health experts, and CARB to develop and implement particulate emission reduction
strategiesthat aretailored to the primary particulate sourcesthat are identified. Asshown
below, the proposed Antelope Valley Community Air Monitoring Pogram satisfies all
elements established for the CAPP by AB 617, and it achieves ‘taetion oriented"”
community monitoring objectives that CARB hasstablished as setdrth in the in the draft
"Community Air Protection Blueprint” released June 7, 2018. For simplicity, thentelope
Valley Community Monitoring Planset forth below is presented in a format that parallels
the "Blueprint" document.

Il. THE ANTELOPEVALLEY COMMUNITY MONITORING PROPOSAL WAS
DEVELOPED FROM A COMMUNITFFOCUSED FRAMEWORK

The AVAQMD and ARTC recognize thaB 617 mandates communitybasedair pollution
monitoring and reduction programs, and it seeks to enfranchise residents to become
partners in developing and implementing strategies for cleaning up the air in their
communities. As presented in detail inthe following sections,the AntelopeValley
Community Monitoring Program encompasses all aspects of the "Communifyocused
Framework" embodied by AB 617 because it:

1 Will be implementedin partnership with community members and solicits
participation by schools and local agencies

1 Engages local land use and transportation agencies;
1 Provides community members with direct access to lodair quality data;

1 Pinpoints the location and characteristics of sources responsible for higtarticulate
levels in the Antelope Valley Community.

1 Relies on sourcebased data to develop appropriate and effective control measures.



[l THE ANTELOPE VALLEY COMMUNITAIR MONITORING PR@GRAMBUILDS ON
EXISTING INFORMATIONO FILL PARTICULATECONCENTRATIONDATA-GAPS

The Antelope Valley is an isolated and predominantly rural areahich has demonstrably
disproportionate health burdensthat are either directly attribut able to, or exacerbated by,
airborne particulate> and which hasmonitoring facilities that are insufficient for
determining whether the area meets state or federal air quality standards for PM 2.6r
federal PM10 standards However, the data that is provided by the single &a Attenuation
MassMonitor (BAMS)located within the Antelope ValleyCommunity demonstrates that
the area isout of compliancewith state ambient air quality standards for PM10, and it
revealsexceedartesof the federal 24hour standard for PM2.5. The proposed Antelope
Valley Community Monitoring Program builds on this foundation by quantifying ambient
particulate concentrations throughout the community to increag our understanding of air
guality in the community and increa® public awareness regarding neighborhood
particulate levels. As discussed in more detail below, thigs achieved by deploying lowcost
sensors at key locationghroughout the community to capure real-time air quality
"snapshots” that are immediately accessible by the public via dine tools. Through
extensive community participation efforts undertaken to date, the AVAQMBnd the ARTC
recognizethat the Antelope Valley Community is burdenedavith a wide range ofparticulate
sources,such as

1 A freeway and several major highways thatraverse the communityas mapped
CalTrans "Truck Networks" and also carry more than 110,000 vehicles per day

1 Multiple freight lines that run both north-south and eastwest through the
community as well as a heavilyused passenger railway that runs down the center of
the community.

91 45,000 acres of solar fieldsvhere native vegetationhas beenremoved and routine
"mowing" occurs. These solar fieldsre crisscrossed with unpaved roadshat are
used for access and panel washing and which generate sigoant fugitive dust.

1 Numerous agricultural operationsthat are exempt from fugitive dust regulations
and which are scheduled to become fallow over thaext 5 years due tanew water
restrictions andtherefore contribute additional fugitive dust that will be dispersed
across theAntelope ValleyCommunity.

1 Construction and development to accommodate sharp population increas
projections.



1 Multiple large sand, gravel and quarry operations thatare neither coverednor
enclosed.

The Antelope Valley Community Air Monitoring Program strategically placesensors
throughout the community to ensure these sources are captured; as discusseditail
below, final samplinglocations will be selected based on extensive community input and
discussions with residents throughout the Antelope Valley Communitythusplacing data
collection decisionsdirectly in the hands ofresidents andcommunity-based organizations
like the ARTC The Antelope Valley Community Air Monitoring Program is actichased
and will use data that is collectedto identify principal particulate pollutant sources and
develop effective control strategies. Therefore, it achievebe "overlap” that CARB seeks
between communities selected for air monitoring and communities selected for emission
reductions. It will also beuseful in evaluating the effectiveness of specific emissions
reduction strategiesand tracking progress in air pollution reductions achieved

IV.  THE ANTELOPE VALLEY COMMUNITY MONITORINNROGRAM IS A
COMMUNITY-DRIVEN ACTION.

The AVAQMDand ARTC recognize that Antelope Valley Community members are
intimately familiar with their neighborhoods and are the best resource for identifying
particulate monitoring sites that properly capture the particulate "profile” within the
community. The AVAQMD and ARTC also recognize the importance of enlisting
participation and support from land use agencies and public health officials to address the
public health-based purpose which lies at the core of AB 61Torrespondingly, the
Antelope Valley Communiy Monitoring Program described herein has incorporated the
expertise andinput from community members elected officials,land use experts, health
officials, and soil expertan an extensive and collaborative processey outreach efforts are
summarized inTable 1.

Table 1. Collaboration Activities Undertaken in Furtherance of the Proposed Antelope
Valley Air Quality Monitoring Plan

May 30, 2018 | Presentation at the regularly scheduled meeting of the Association of
Rural Town Councils attended by electetepresentatives from more
than 10 neighborhoods that represent the entirety of rural Antelope
Valley. At this meeting, an update on the grant process was provided,
and it was conveyed that most outreach activities would occur in June
after the CARB releasd further details on AB 617 implementation.
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Table 1 (continued)

June 15, 2018

Outreach to rural town councils to request the opportunity to present
the Antelope Valley Community Monitoring Plan and solicit input on
locations and implementation fromrural residents.

June 19, 2018

Presentation at the regularly scheduled meeting of the AVAQMD

Governing Board (comprised of rural residents, elected officials from th
Cities of Lancaster and Palmdale, and representatives of the County of
Los Angeles). Amipdate of the grant proposal effort was provided along
with a draft proposal for locating the particulate sensors.

June 20, 2018

Presentation at the regularly scheduled meeting of the Antelope Acres
Town Council attended by residents and elected commuryitmembers
from the northwesternmost neighborhood of the Antelope Valley. At
this meeting, input on sample locations and support was solicited and
received; the draft plan was modified accordingly.

June 23, 2018

Presentation at the "2018 AV Valley Feverwareness Seminar" where
input on sample locations and support was solicited from community
members, elected city officials, and public health experts.

June 26, 2018

Presentation at the regularly scheduled meeting of the Lake Los Angelg
Town Council attended by community members from the easternmost
neighborhood of the Antelope Valley. At this meeting, input on sample
locations and support was solicited and received

June 27, 2018

Presentation at the regularly scheduled meeting of the Association of
Rural Town Councils attended by elected representatives from more
than 10 neighborhoods that represent the entirety of rural Antelope
Valley. At this meeting, input on sample locations and support was
solicited and received; the draft plan was modified accadingly.

June 28, 2018

Coordination with the Los Angeles County Department of Regional
Planning to solicit support and commitment to serve on the Antelope
Valley Community Air Monitoring Program Steering Committee.

July 1, 2018

Outreach to Dr. AntjeLauer of the University of California at Bakersfield
Department of Biology to solicit support and commitment to serve on
the Antelope Valley Steering Committee

July 5, 2018

Meeting with the Antelope Valley Resource Conservation District to
gather input, inquire regarding soil data, and solicit recommendations
regarding sample locations; the draft plan was modified accordingly.

July 5, 2018

Meeting with the Antelope Valley Dust Control Group to gathenput
and solicit participation and recommendations re@rding sample
locations; the draft plan was modified accordingly.

July 10, 2018

Presentation at the regularly scheduled meetings of the Palmdale City
Council. At ths meeting, inputand supportwas solicited and received.

July 12, 2018

Presentation at the regularly scheduled meeting of the Littlerock/
Pearblossom Town Council attended by community members from the
southernmost neighborhood of the Antelope Valley. Input on sample
locations and support was solicited and received.
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It is the AVAQMD's and the ARTC's intet disseminate the data that areollected and use

it to identify which of the many sources identified above are contributing to unhealthful
particulate levels, and then implement targeted action through: 1) The developmeof new
control strategies; and 2) Engagement with local land use authorities and public health
experts to reduce emissions and exposure to air pollution. Toward this end, the AVAQMD
and the ARTC have already solicited the participation of community mewers, land use
agencies, public health officials, soil specialists, and Valley Fever experts from academia to
participate in the Steering Committee that will be formed upon award of the CAPP Grant.
Letters and communications expressing the intent of thesagencies, organizations and
individuals are provided in Attachment 1. We are also coordinating with schools and local
agencies for their participation in the Antelope Valley Community Air Monitoring Program,
and we believe we have assembled all the elemis of local knowledge, land use authority,
and scientific expertise that is essential to the development and implementation of effective
cleanair solutions and healthy communities.

V. THE ANTELOPE VALLEY COMMUNITY MONITORINNROGRAM WILL MEET
CARB'STIMELINE FOR ACTION ESTABLISHED FOR AB 617 IMPLEMENTATION.

The AVAQMD and the ARTC recognize that an ambitious schedule has been established for
the development and implementation of the community monitoringcomponentof AB 617.
Among other things, thisschedule demands the formation of a steering committee by the

Fall of 2018, and the deployment of monitors by July, 2019. To meet this schedule, the
AVAQMD and the ARTC have undertaken the following actions

1 We have already received commitments from community members, land use
authorities, public health experts, transportation authorities, and academics to
participate in the Steering Committee as soon as the grant is awarded. This enables
us to "hit the ground running” and ensures that the Antelope Valley Community
Steering Committee will be fully operational before the Fall 2018 deadline.

1 We have already identified proposed locations for deploying the monitorsased on
extensive community inputand we havedeveloped a testmatrix with established
DataQuality Objectivesthat are discussed in more detaibelow.

As a result of these extensive outreach and planning efforts undertaken to date, the
Antelope Valley Community Air Monitoring Program is almostshovel ready"; as such, the
AVAQMD and the ARTC ar@wfident that the Program will meet all the AB 617 deadlines
established by CARB.



VI. PUBLIC ENGAGEMENTS ESSENTIAL TO THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE
PROPOSEANTELOPE VALLEY COMMUNITY AIR MONITORING PROGRA

The AVAQMD and ARTC understanidat the success of thé\ntelope Valley Community Air
Monitoring Program hinges on oordination with a wide variety of stakeholders therefore
we haveconducted multiple outreach activities and different types of engagemerand will
continue to do so going forward As indicated in Table Jlengagement activities conducted
to dateinclude community meetings town council meetingsworkshops, seminars,
AVAQMDBoard meetings,City Council Meetings, anthdividual and small group meetings
As a result of these activities, a draft teshatrix setting forth proposed monitoring sites
and data quality objectiveswas prepared (as discussed in more detallelow). We have
identified the following benefits that will be provided by the Antelope Valley Community
Monitoring Program as a result ofpast and futureoutreach efforts:

1 It ensuresaground-up, community-based approach to identify the proposed
monitoring sites; this is appropriate, since it is the community residents who are the
experts regarding ambient particulate "problem areas”" This achieves a
fundamental AB 617 objective by directly involving community members in the
design of solutions for their comnunity.

1 It provides an entirely transparent processfor identifying proposed monitoring
sites becauseublic involvement and community input occurs at every step.

1 The focus on all public outreach efforthas beenon 1) air quality data access
opportunities; and 2) The location of air monitoring sites to ensure proper capture
of all essential locations throughout the Antelope Valley Community based on local
experience and knowledge provided by the affected community members. This
provides residents with better information about their community and it supports
actions to reduce emissions and exposure withioommunities. Data quality
measures and objectives (such as precision and accuratyve alsobeendiscussed
(particularly at the ARTC meeting on June 28); such measures are essential to
ensure that monitoring data support sound decisiormaking andaction.

1 It achievesa strong technical and sciencebased foundationby coordinating with
soil specialists,land use agencies and public healtbxpertsto identify and address
the most significant particulate emissions sources that contribute to elevated health
risks such as Valley Fever, COPD and childhood asthma.

1 It focusesimmediate action where the nature ofcontributing particulate air
pollution sourcesis known.



1 It provides a pathto ensurethat particulate emissions in the Antelope Valley do not
increase because it establishes important baseline ambient particulate levels from
existing sources.

1 It facilitates the implementation of measures to reduce the impacts of emissions
sources that sit close to sensitive populations by identifying the extent to which
such sources contribute to ambient particulate burdens on sensitive populations.

1 City and county government participation is guaanteed because city and county
government agencies have committed to participating on the Steering Committee
that will be formed for the Antelope Valley Community Air Monitoring Program.

1 Itincorporates a strong focus on public healthby engaging public lealth officials
and academic experts on the steering committee with the aim tfacking health
data (including Valley Fever, COPD and childhood asthma) and improving the
availability of public health information for the decisionrmaking process.

These bendits that will be garnered by the Antelope Valley Community Air Monitoring
Program mirror the public engagement benefits set forth in Carb's "Blueprint" document,
and they achieve the goals and objectives established by AB 617 ¢ommunity air
monitoring programs underthe CAPP.

VII.  THE ANTELOPE VALLEY COMMUNITY WARRANTS SELECTION AS A
"FIRST YEAR" PRIORITYCOMMUNITY.

Beginning on page 10 of the draft "Blueprint" document, CARtablishesthe steps and
proposed criteria for considering the prioritization and selection of communitiesin the

first year of CAPP Program implementation. The following paragraphs set forth how the
Antelope Valley Community Air Monitoring Program meets each of these criteria, and why
it should be approvedfor the first year of CAPRmplementation.

The Antelope Valley Community merits inclusion in the list of Step 1 communities -
IDENTIFICATION OF POTENTIAL COMMUNITIES

CARB will develop a broad list of communities based on recanendations by local air

districts and individual communities according torequirements set forth in thedraft

"Process and Criteria for 2018 Community Selectiohslocument issued February, 2018

which address the extent to which communities are disadvantaged and experience air
pollution -related adverse health impacts. On April 30, 2018, the AVAQMD and ARTC jointly
and timely submitted extensive evidencéshowing that the Antelope Valley Community
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meets all of CARB's criteria pertaining taignificant adverse health impacts within the
Antelope Valley Community that are either directly attributed to, or significantly
exacerbated by, high ambient particulate levels. We also submitted extensive
documentation showing that the Antelope Valley Community meets every element of the
AB 617 definition of "Disadvantaged Community" and it satisfies all the "Disadvantaged
Community" criteria set by California Health & Safety Cod®39711 The extensive
information that the AVAQMD and the ARTC have already joindybmitted reflects the
first-hand knowledge of local air quality impactsand it resoundingly represents the
concerns of both community members and communitypased organizations. All of this
constitutes substantial evidence that the AVAQMD has been, and will continue, working to
develop a compréensive and robust community monitoring program that is actiorbased,
and pollutant-reduction focused. For all of these reasons, the Antelope Valley Community
warrants inclusion in the CARB's initial identification of potential communities.

The Antelope Valley Community merits inclusion in  the list of Step 2communities:
ASSESSMENT OF CUMULATIVE AIR POLLUTION EXPOSURE BURDEN.

CARB has identified @riteria that will be applied to assess the cumulative air pollution
exposure burden of each@mmunity that is identified in Step 1; the Antelope Valley
Community scores very high on each of these factots, wit :

1. Exposure to Air Pollution- Concentrations of Pollutants

The Antelope Valley Community is substantially burdened by high ambient particulate
levels that aregenerated by large, uncontrolled, and unenclosed area sources (agriculture,
solar farms, sand and gravel operations) as well as mobile sources (freewaygghways,
truck routes and freightrail lines) that are slated to increase substantially with population
growth and which areexacerbated by sustained high wind profiles and frequergust
events. It is already firmly established that the Antelope Valley Camunity substantially
exceeds state and federal ambient air quality standards for PMHhd, according to the
June, 2018 version o€aEnviroscreen,the entire Antelope Valley Communityis in the 91st
percentile for ozone (see Figure 1).These data from rdiable sources clearly establish that
the Antelope Valley Community is exposed to high pollutant concentrationand therefore

meets Criteria #1.



2. Exposure to Air Pollutionz Density of Air Pollution Sources:

The Antelope Valley Community has a high density of mobile and stationary particulate
sources, including multiplefreight lines, a major freeway (SR14) and three major highways
(Sierra Highway, CA138, and the Pearblossom Highway). In addition, there adb,000

acres of solar farmghat generate fugitive dust located west of (and therefore typically
upwind of) Northeast Lancaster and environs which (according to the June, 2018 version of
CaEnviroscreen) has a CALENVIROSCREEN Disadvantaged Community $¢at&80%

(see Figure 2). There are also at least 5 unenclosed and uncontrolled rock, sand and gravel
operations that are all located immediately west of (and therefore typically upwind of) the
community of Littlerock and environs which has a CALENVIROBEEN Disadvantaged
Community Score of 75%. There is no doubt that the Antelope Valley Community is
burdened with a high density of large magnitude air pollutant sources and therefore meets
Criteria #2.

3. Exposure to Air Pollutionz Health Risks:

Asa preliminary comment, the ARTC and AVAQMD note that the only health concern
identified in the Draft "Blueprint" as being pertinent to the Step 2 health "criteria” is
"cancer burden"; we are concerned that this singular focus erroneously ignores serious
non-cancer health impacts of air pollution, including cardiovascular disease, COPD,
childhood asthma, Valley Fever, etc. When a broader lens is applied to health risks and
burdens, published health indicator data reveal that the Antelope Valley Community

experiences excessive, substantial, and seriously litbreatening non-cancer health
burdens that arelinked to high particulate levels. For instanceambient particulate is
directly linked to the incidence ofValley Fever (which has recently spiked in théntelope
Valley Community). It also exacerbates COPD and childhood asthma (which
disproportionately burden the Antelope Valley; infact, the Antelope Valley COPD and
childhood asthma rates are the highest in Los Angeles Couratgd twice the county average
(as discussed irour April 30 2018 submittal included in Attachment4). There is no
guestion that the Antelope Valley Community faces excessiVée-threatening health
burdens from pollution, and thus meets Criteria #3.

4. Sensitive Populations The Antelope Valley Community has a number of sensitive
populations located near mobile and stationary area sources. For instance, there are at
least 5 senior/assisted living facilities located within 400 meters of either tie Antelope
Valley Freeway, theHigh Desert @rridor, or freight/passenger railways. Additionally, the

10



Figure 1. Ozone Results for the Antelope Valley Community from CalEnviroscreen 3.0
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Figure 2: CalEnviroscreen 3.0 results for the Antelope Valley Community
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large K-8 Palmdale Learning Plaza is located immediately adjacent to the 14 freeway and
the R. Rex Parris High School lies adjacent to a freight/passenger railway. The Del Sur
Elementary school is entirely surrounded by solar farms where vegetation (whicbontrols
fugitive dust) is routinely removed. The Lake Los Angeles School is within 2,000 feet of a
large agricultural operation and the Knight High School is approximately 2,500 feet from
large sand/gravel/quarry operations. There is no question thathe Antelope Valley
Community has a number of sensitive populations located in close proximity to mobile and
stationary pollutant emission sources of concern, and therefore meets Criteria #4.

5. Measures of Vulnerability to Air Pollutionr Public Healthindicators:

The draft "Blueprint" document identifies asthma, heart disease, and low birth weight as
key indicators of health that reflect the incidence or worsening of disease related to air
quality. Published data reveal a substantial prevalence of tee health problems in the
Antelope Valley Community; in factthey are the highest in the state. For instance,
according to the June 2018 version of CalEnviroscreen, areas withihre Antelope Valley
Community rank in the 99th percentile for cardiovasculardiseaserates (see results
reported for census tract6037900701, 6037900803, 6037900804, etc) and asthma
(census tract6037900804, 6037900806, 6037900701, etc.) The incidence of low birth
weight is even worse; the June 2018 version of CalEnviroscreesgports that portions of the
Antelope Valley Community are in the 100 percentile for low birth weight (see for
example reports for census trac6037910101). These factsupplement thehealth
indicator data previously provided in our April 30, 2018 submittal (reproduced in
Attachment 4) showing thatemphysema/COPD is a top cause of death in the Antelope
Valley Community, claiming 58.9 lives per 10000 which is more than double the county
wide death rateand nearly the highest in the country Additi onally, the incidence of
childhood asthma across all zip codes in the Antelope Valley Community uniformly exceeds
15% andcan be as high as 16.5%ccordingto health statistics reported by the UCLA
Center for Health Policy ResearchThere is no doubt thatthe Antelope Valley Community
meets every element ofCriteria #5, and perhaps even ranks highest in the state in this
regard.

6. Measures of Vulnerability to Air Pollutiory Socioeconomic Factors and Unemployment
The draft "Blueprint” document identifies poverty levels andunemployment ratesassocio-

economic factors that indicate vulnerability to air pollution. Published data reveal a
substantial prevalence of theseand other socioeconomic factorsvithin the Antelope Valley
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Community. For instance, according to the June 2018 version of CalEnviroscreariarge
areaof the Antelope Valley Community rank above the94th percentile for both poverty
and unemployment (see results reported for census trac6037900102 and 6037910501
with rates as high as 99%. Other areas rankvell above the 8" percentile for poverty (i.e.
census tracts6037900104, 6037910001, 6037900103...) and well above the 90 percentile
for unemployment (i.e.6037900104, 6037910402, 6037910403...). These facts
supplement thesocioeconomic datgoreviously provided by the AVAQMD and ARTC in our
April 30, 2018 submittal. There is no doubt that the Antelope Valley Community meets
every element of Criteria #6.

The health indicator data and factpresented above reveal that the Antelope Valley
Community experiencesamong the highest Eumulative air pollution exposureburdens” in
California,and thus warrants inclusion on the list of*first year" communities selected
under the CAPP.

The Antelope Valley Community merits inclusion in the list of Step 3 communities:
SELECTION OF FIRST YEAR COMMUNITIES

The Draft "Blueprint” indicates that, to select the "firstyear" communities, CARB will
consider two other factors in addition to the "cumulativeair pollution exposure burden”.
These factors are 1) Regional Diversityto build capacity and support existing community
let solutions; and 2) Source Variety to support development of a range or emission
reduction strategies that can be transferred tmther communities. As set forth below, the
Antelope Valley Communitymeets all the elements of each of thedactors.

Regional Diversity By selecting the Antelope Valley as a "first year" community, CARB will
achieve regionaldiversity by increasingparticulate monitoring capacity and supporting
existing community led activities because the Antelope Valley Community Air Monitoring
Program will:

1 Substantially increas particulate monitoring capacities within the Antelope Valley
by collecting extensiveambient particulate concentration data to supplement the
lone BAMS site that is currently operated. The Antelope Valley Community is
woefully underserved in terms of particulate monitoring capabilities which are so
inadequate that CARB has never even e$leshed whether the community is in
compliance with either state or federal PM2.5 standards. There is no question that
there is a substantial need to increase the particulate monitoring capacity in the
Antelope Valley, and the proposed Antelope Valley Conunity Monitoring Program
does precisely that.
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1 Supplement the particulate monitoring activities ofcommunity-based groupssuch
as theAntelope Valley Dust Control Group and individual resident&ho have
installed and operate particulate sensors and uniqué&dust trap” monitoring
equipment in several areas of the Antelope Valley CommunityThedata that these
groups and individualshave collected indicate that neither the federal nor the state
PM2.5 ambient air quality standards arenet; however, limited funds and
manpower prevent them from developing and implementing a comprehensive,
source-based particulate monitoring program such as thaproposed herein as the
Antelope Valley Community Air Monitoring Program. There is no question th#his
proposed monitoring program will both support AND enhance existing community
led pollutant monitoring and reduction solutions already underway.

Source Variety By selecting the Antelope Valley as a "first year" community, CARB will

capture a variety of particulate enission and thereby support development of a range of
emission reduction strategies that can be transferred to many different communities,
including both urban and rural. The Draft "Blueprint” document identifies 5 specific source
types as the "pollutionsource mix" that CARB is tageting to support strategies that benefit
different types of highly burdened communities: 1) Freightrelated; 2) Industrial sources
common in disproportionately burdened areas; 3) Urban mixes of traffic, commercial, and
residential sources of air pollution; 4) Rural sources of air pollution; and 5) Sources along
the USMexico border. The AVAQMD and ARTC point out ththe proposed Antelope Valley
Community Air Monitoring Program captures every one of these source tgpesptthose
along the US Mexico BorderThis is because the Antelope Valley Community is unique in
that it includes:

1 An extensive and heavily used freight railway network that connects North and
Central California to the Southwestern and Eastern United Staté®D extensive
trucking routes (including SR 14, CA 138, and the Pearblossom Highway) that
connect North, Central, and Southern California tBouthwestern and Eastern United
States

1 A high concentration of multiple large industrial rock, sand, and gravejuarry
operations. Such operations are common irdisproportionately burdened urban
areaswhere particulate standards have never been mdsuch as individual
operations that existin the City of Los Angeles along the Los Angeles Rivag well
as inrural areas (such as those found in the Temescal ValleyRiverside County).

i A dense urban core that is home teeveral hundred thousandresidents thatare
immersed in an urban mix of traffic, commercial and residential sources
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1 A rural area that routinely experiences significant ambient particulate events
because it is home to extensive agricultural activitieas well asapproximately
45,000 acres of solar farms from which all native vegetation has been removed and
is routinely "mowed".

Because theAntelope Valley Community encompasses a broad spectrum of pollution
sources, it warrants inclusion as a "First Year" Community under the CAPP Prograithis
is particularly true since most of the "Statewide Strategies to Deliver New Reductions in
Impacted Communities" that are identified in CARB's Draft "Blueprint" are not applicable
to major particulate sources in the Antelope Valley Community (as discussed in further
detail below).

VIIl. THE ANTELOPE VALLEY COMMUNITY WARRANTS SELECTION ASIRST
YEAR"COMMUNITYBECAUSHHE "STATEWIDE STRATEGIES TO DELIVER
NEW REDUCTIONS IN IMPACTED COMMUNITIES" ARE INAPPLICABLEMQST
OF THEPARTICULATESOURCES IN THE ANTELOPE VALLEY

The AVAQMD and the ART&ppreciate CARE recognition that local planning decisions
often contribute to the placement of residences and sources too close to each oththis
causes cumulative impacts that can only be mitigated through the development and
implementation of multiple pollution reduction strategies. To meet this need, CARB has
developed a number of emission reduction strategiesncentive programs, and regulations
addressing clean cars, trucks, buses, vehicles, ships at port, cargo handling equipment and
locomotives, and stationary sources such as chrome plating, composite wood project
manufacturing, and commercial cooking operations. We note however that these
strategies address only twaof the five primary particulate sources of concern in the
Antelope Valley Community thus they are notapplicable to most ofthe key sources of
concern.

The AVAQMD and ARTC are also aware ti#B 617 requires certain industrial sources to
be retrofit with pollution controls in areas that are designated as norattainment.
However,these additional regulations will notaddress the Antelope Valley Community's
concerns with PM2.5 because the attainment status of the Antelope Valleyn@aunity with
respect to PM2.5 has never been demonstrated. Thtise added stationary source control
requirements imposed byAB 617will not addressPM2.5 concerns in the Antelope Valley
Community.

It is essential that the Antelope Valley Community bielentified as a "first-year" community
as a means of monitoring and ultimately controlling majoparticulate sources which are a
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direct cause of the substantial increases in Valley Fever diagnoses and which are proven to
increase the frequency and severitpf health problems such asCOPD, heart disease, and
asthmawhich disproportionately burden the nearly 600,000 residents of the Antelope

Valley Community.

IX. THE ANTELOPEVALLEY COMMUNITY AIR MONITORINGROGRAMIS AN
ACTION-ORIENTED PROGRAM

The AVAQMD and ARTC propose the Antelope Valley Community Air Monitoring Program
for the twofold purpose of enhancing understanding particulate pollution impacts within
our community and supporting effective implementation of emission reduction programs.
We have prepared a draftest matrix and established Data Quality Objectives ("QOs") for
this effort (presented in Attachment 3)and we intend tobegin air monitoring by February,
2019 to assess particulate levels during the "Spring Windshat are commonin the

Antelope Valley. The AVAQMD and ARTC are therefore confident that the Antelope Valley
Community Air Monitoring Program will meet CARB's July 1, 2019 deadline for initiating
monitoring activities.

We recognize that CARB's overarching goal for commitly air monitoring programs is to
acquire actionoriented data to meet community needs To achieve this goalye will build

on the proposed test matrixand implement best practicesto create acollaborative
partnership between the AVAQMD, the Antelopeailey Community, and CARR/hich
ensures the data will beaccessible, transparent, and understandableCorrespondingly,the
AVAQMD and the ARTC are comrtet to developing an"Air Monitoring Strategy' that
encompasses all of th&4 elementsthat fall into the 3 key categories set forth in the
"Blueprint” Document: 1) The purpose of the community air monitoring program; 2How
the community air monitoring program will be conducted; 3) How the data will be used to
support air pollution reducti ons in the community. Each of thesecategories arereflected in
the draft test matrix provided in Attachment 3and summarized below

The Purpose of the Antelope Valley Community Air Monitoring Program:

The Antelope Valley Community Air Monitoring Programpurpose is toassess particulate
levels within the Antelope Valley Community in a manner that allows primary particulate
sources to be identifiedand paves the way for developing particulate emissioneduction
strategies, the program will alsoestablishthe extent to which the Antelope Valley complies
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with State and Federal Ambienparticulate Standards Thus, itachievesthe goal of
acquiring "action-oriented" data under the CAPP as set forth in AB 617.

How the Antelope Valley Community Air Monitoring Program Will Be Conducted:

The Antelope ValleyCommunity Air Monitoring Program will be conducted by deploying a
network of particulate sensors at strategic locations throughout the Antelope Valley
Community which provide real-time particulate concentration data that will be made
accessible to the public via internet access to tHeloud". The particulate concentration
results will also be reconciled with meteorological data from nearby airport and federal
met station facilities to identify the primary source(s) of ambient particulate within the
Antelope Valley Community.Over time, when areas of high particulate concentrations are
found, additional monitors will be installed surrounding the problem area to more closely
pinpoint the source.

The AVAQMD and ARTC have tentatively identifiedl3ampling locations that are
strategically placed to characterize particulate levels throughout the Antelope Valley
Community. These sampling locations are depicted iFigure 3 and were developed based
on source location studies and extensive community outreach in whichommunity
members and local officialsvere asked to mark sampling locationshat they considered to
be critical for project success

Figure 3. Antelope Valley Community Air Monitoring Progam Sampling Locations.
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The AVAQMD and ARTC recognize that the Antelope Valley Community Air Monitoring
Program will only be successful if the data collected is accurate and representativeagtual
ambient particulate conditions. To ensure accuratand representative data, the Antelope
Valley Community Air Monitoring Programwill incorporate comprehensivedata quality
measuresand objectivesthat address dataaccuracy, precision and completeness; details
regarding the proposed "Data Quality Objectiva” ("DQOs")and data validation that will be
implemented are provided with the draft test matrix in Attachment 3.

How Data from the Antelope Valley Community Air Monitoring Program Will  Support
Actions to Reduce Air Pollution:

The data from the Antelope Valley Community Air Monitoring Program will be made
immediately available to the public via online access and will communicate current air
guality conditions. The data will also be used to identifprimary particulate sourcesand
assess the extent to which sourcécused monitoring (i.e. fenceline monitoring) would be
efficacious It will also pave theway for developing particulate emissionreduction
strategiesthat are tailored to match thesource characteristics. Emissioneduction
strategies will be developed based on stakeholder input and complement ongoing control
efforts currently underway by the Antelope Valley Resource Conservation District drthe
Antelope Valley Dust Control Group. Additionally, the data will be ad to establishthe
extent to which the Antelope Valley complies with State and Federal Ambieparticulate
Standardsand track the progress of emission reduction strategies that are implemented.
As such, the Antelope Valley Community Air Monitoring Progm supports all of the actions
established in the "Blueprint” document because it:

1 Provides reaktime air quality data to notify residents and inform their daily
activities and"flag" air quality concernsto protect children during school activities.

1 Identifies sources contributing to air pollution burdens within the community to
support development of a community emissions reduction program.

9 Tracks progress toward improving airquality within the community by measuring
the effectiveness of emissiomeduction strategies that are developed and
implemented by the AVAQMD.

When taken together, the draft text matrix, DQO's and "action plan" elements of the Antelope Valley
Community Air Monitoring Program that are set forth above meet all théchecklist" items for
developing a community air monitoring program that are established by the "Blueprint” document
as shown in Figure 4.
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Figure 4. Checklist for the Antelope Valley Communiir Monitoring Program

CATEGORY  PLANNING ELEMENT DESCRIPTION "4
1. Community Establishes community steering committee o)
partnerships to develop community air monitoring.
- . Characterizes the air pollution concern
2. Community SPEC'“C within the community (e.g., pollutants,
purpose for air locations of pollution) and monitoring P
WHAT IS monitoring need(s)
THE PURPOSE - :
THE AIR , Descnbeg th::;& range of potentlal ,
MONITORING 3. Scope of actions communication and actions that air P
monitoring data will support.
WILL ——
ADDRESS? , o Df.eﬁnes the purpose of monitoring —rwhf'lt
' 4. Air monitoring will be measured, when and where it will P
objectives be measured, and why (e.g., to document
highest concentration).
5. Roles and Identifies all parties responsible for air o)
responsibilities monitoring.
. Establishes level of data quality required
6. Ezjt:c?h:':;w to meet objective (e.g., precision, bias, P
sensitivity).
7. Monitoring methods  Identifies selected method and suitability P
and equipment of method to meet data quality objectives.
HOW WILL Indicates where monitoring will be
8. Monitoring areas conducted and the rationale for selecting P
MONITORING h
BE those areas.
CONDUCTED? 9. Quality control Specifies procedures that will be utilized P
procedures to ensure data is scientifically defensible.
Describes how data will be collected,
10. Data management managed, and stored. P
11. Field Lays out the air monitoring timeline and
’ measurements field procedures for those conducting P
maonitoring.
12. Evaluating Designates a procedure to check that P
effectiveness original objectives are being met
HOW WILL Outii :
utlines approach for analyzing data
THEDATABE  13.Analyze and (eg., mmggring trends, idgﬁt;!;ring o)
USED TO TAKE interpret data sources)
ACTION? -

Establishes how information will be shared
with the community, decision-makers, and P
CARB to inform appropriate actions.

14. Communicate
results

n DRAFT COMMUNITY AIR PROTECTION BLUEPRINT —June 7, 2018

Piease submit any written comments by July 23, 2018 to: htipsAvww arb. ca. gowlispub/commybelist, php.
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X. ANTELOPE VALLEY COMMUNITY AIR MONITORING PROGRAM GRANT REQUEST

Project Management and Staffing

The Antelope Valley Community Air Monitoring Program will be conducted by deploying a
network of particulate sensors at strategidocations throughout the Antelope Valley
Community providing real-time particulate concentration data that will be made accessible
to the public via internet. The final sampling locations will be selected based on extensive
community input and discussionswith residents throughout the Antelope Valley
Community. The data collection decisions will be developed directly from local residents
and Antelope Valley communitybased organizations.

The Antelope Valley Community Program Steering Committee, for admétiiative purposes,
will provide oversight of all aspects of this study along with interactions with the local
community during the entire duration of the project. All field work involving the sensors
will be performed AVAQMD air monitoring staff.

Propo sed Schedule

The proposal is for @ 18-month monitoring program with a data reduction/analysis effort
conducted in parallel; after 12 months, the results will be evaluated to identify which areas
of the Antelope Valley Community experience high concentrains. Sensor locations will be
modified accordingly to identify the location(s) of primary particulate sources of concern.
These efforts will befollowed by atwo-month period for issuing draft and final project
reports that will identify areas where high particulate concentrations are noted andutline
future steps to be implemented to mitigate and controparticulate emissions from the

noted areas of concern

Proposed Cost and Payment Terms

The AVAQMD intends to complete the project within the costs outlined. The project
charges will include labor expendedo conduct theproject, plus any incidental expenses
such as field supplies, travel, and report production shown in the table below. Tla@erage
labor rate assumed for this project is $100/hourthe overall cost for the proposed work is
estimatedat $115,000.

This cost estimate assumes the CAPP Program imposes minimal progress and final report requirements
and does not include extensive Test/QA Plan development labor hours. If CARB requires extensive
reporting and Test/QAPP preparation for the CAPP Program, project costs will be higher than those set

forth here.
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TASK HOURS COST
Finalize particulate sensor locations 80 $8,000
Develop CARBpproved Test/Quality Assurance Plan 60 $6,000
Acquire ~40 PurpleAir PAIl Sensors N/A $12,000
Deploy sensors with data acquisitiand public access 160 $16,000
capabilities.
Review sensor results during the initiakd®nth period &
reconcile with meteorological data to identify high 360 $36,000
particulate concentration area(s)
Redeploy sensors to further characterize sources 100 $10,000
contributing to high particulate concentrations
Final data reduction and draft report 120 $12,000
Final report 40 $4,000
Contingency& Steering Committee coordinatidr10%) N/A $11,000
Total $115,000

21




ENDNOTES:

1 The Antelope Valley Community is not in compliance with state Ambient Air Quality
Standards for PM10; it is not known whether the Antelope Valley complies with federal
PM10 standards.

2 In a presentation by the Los Angeles County Department of Public Héméit the Valley
Fever Awareness Seminar on June 23, 2018, Dr. Rachel Civen reports that the Antelope
Valley is the epicenter for Valley Fever infections in Los Angeles County and it is where
80% of all Valley Fever diagnoses in the County occur. In 2016e Valley Fever burden in
the Antelope Valley was nearly 55 cases per 100,000.

3 The 2016 Valley Fever burden in Kings County, Kern County, San Luis Obi§oainty
and Fresno County exceeded 60 per 100,000; the Antelope Valley's burden was 53.8 per
100,000 (supra).

4 The incidence of Valley Fever in Los Angeles County in 2017 increased by 49% (from
668 cases reported in 2016 to 994 cases reported in 20 Bupra]).

5 Valley Fever is directly caused by exposure to sdiased particulate Gupra) and as set
forth in the April 30, 2018 CAPP submittal from the AVAQMD and ARTC, airborne
particulate exacerbatesCOPD and asthma.

6 The Antelope Valley's compliance status for state and federal ambient air quality
standards for PM 2.5 is "unclassified"meaning that there is insufficient data to establish
whether the area complies with these standards.

7 For the sake of completeness, the AVAQMD's entire submittal dated April 30, 2018 is
included herein as Attachmend.
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ATTACHMENT 1

LETTERSAND COMMUNICATIONS FROM INDIVIDUALS AND ORGANIZATIONS
EXPRESSING INTENT TOARTICIPATE IN THE ANTELOPE VALLEY COMMUNITY
MONITORING PROGRAM STEERING COMMITTEE
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Los Angeles County
Department of Regional Planning
Planning for the Challenges Ahead

Amy J. Bodek, AICP
Director

July 9, 2018

Bret Banks, Executive Director VIA E-MAIL
Antelope Valley Air Quality Management District
bbanks@avagmd.ca.gov

Dear Mr. Banks:

LETTER OF INTENT REGARDING THE COMMUNITY AIR PROTECTION
PROGRAM COMMUNITY STEERING COMMITTEE GRANT APPLICATION

As you may know, the Los Angeles County (County) Department of Regional Planning
(Department) is responsible for planning and shaping the development of safe, healthy,
equitable, and sustainable communities while respecting individual rights and protecting
the natural environment in the unincorporated areas of the County.

The County Board of Supervisors recently adopted the Antelope Valley Area Plan (AV
Plan), a component of the Los Angeles County General Plan, that provides a blueprint for
future development and conservation within the unincorporated Antelope Valley. The
AV Plan establishes a number of policies related to air quality, including coordination with
the Antelope Valley Air Quality Management District (AVAQMD) to develop and
implement regional air quality policies and programs, and encourage native vegetation to
reduce erosion and wind-borne dust and sand.

The Department is currently working with 13 communities within the Antelope Valley to
implement the AV Plan through Community Standards Districts that tailor zoning
regulations to meet community needs. This effort will require extensive community
engagement and partnership with local Town Councils to ensure that the communities
are informed and can participate with a greater understanding of planning and zoning.

The Community Air Grants Program (Air Grants) and the Community Air Protection
Program (CAPP), a community-focused emissions reduction program under Assembly
Bill 617 to reduce air pollution in disproportionately burdened communities, are consistent
with the County's goals for improving air quality and meaningfully engaging with
communities to identify and implement solutions.

320 West Temple Street = Los Angeles, CA 90012 = 213-974-6411 = Fax: 213-626-0434 « TDD: 213-617-2292
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Mr. Bret Banks
July 9, 2018
Page 2

| am in support of AVAQMD's application for an Air Grant under CAPP, and should an Air
Grant be awarded to AVAQMD, we also intend to participate as a member on the CAPP
Community Steering Committee to further our local partnerships and support community
engagement and land use planning efforts in the Antelope Valley.

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact Ms. Susan Tae, AICP,
Supervising Regional Planner of the Community Studies North Section, who is
overseeing our long-range planning efforts in the Antelope Valley. She may be reached

by e-mail at stae@planning.lacounty.gov, or by phone at (213) 974-6476.

Sincerely,

AJB:DS:MC:ST:ems

S_AP_070918_L_GRANT APP_BANKS
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Hilda L. Solis
JEFFREY D. GUNZENHAUSER, M.D., M.P.H. First District
Interim Health Officer Mark Ridley-Thomas
Second District
CYNTHIA A. HARDING, M.P.H. Shella Kuehl
Chief Deputy Director Third District
Janice Hohn
Fourth District

FRANK ALVAREZ, M.D., M.P.H.

SPA 1 & 2 Area Health Officer, Community Services Kﬁfh D(,,::,w
26415 Corl Boyer Drive, #1460

Santa Clarifa, CA 91350
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www.publichealth.lacounty.gov

July 25,2018

Bret Banks

The Antelope Valley Air Quality Management District
43301 Division Street Suite 206

Lancaster, CA 93535

Subject: The Los Angeles County Department of Public Health’s partnership with the Antelope
Valley Air Quality Management District to Implement a Community Air Protection Program.

The Los Angeles County Department of Public Health (Public Health) is pleased to partner with the Antelope
Valley Air Quality Management District (AVAQMD) to pursue a grant opportunity under AB 617 to develop and
implement a much needed PM10 and PM2.5 monitoring program within the Antelope Valley Community. Public
Health’s mission is to protect health, prevent disease and injury, and promote health and well-being for everyone in Los
Angeles County. Public Health is concerned by the high prevalence of childhood asthma and chronic obstructive
pulmonary disease ("COPD") among Antelope Valley residents, along with an increase in Valley Fever diagnoses in
the Antelope Valley Region over the past couple of years. Funding for a monitoring program is the
essential first step to understand the major air impacts in the region.

The Community Air Grants Program (Air Grants) and the Community Air Protection Program (CAPP), a
community-focused emissions reduction program under Assembly Bill 617 to reduce air pollution in
disproportionately burdened communities, align with the County's goals for improving air quality and
meaningfully engaging with communities to identify and implement solutions.

Should an Air Grant be awarded to AVAQMD, Public Health itends to participate as a member on the CAPP
Community Steering Committee to further our local partnerships and support community engagement and land
use planning efforts inthe Antelope Valley.

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me by e-mail at falvarez@ph.lacounty.gov.

Sincerely,

PA 1 & 2 Area Health Officer, Community Services
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Dr. Antje Lauer,Professor of BiologyCalifornia State University, Bakersfield

From:Antje Lauer<alauer@csub.edl

Date: Thu, Jul 5, 2018 at 3:59 PM

Subject: RE: Fwd:

To: merrylou nelsoniderrylou.nelson@gmail.com

Hello Merrylou, thank you for considering me being part of this effort. And yes, | would like to be part of
the committee. | hope the meetings will not be during the week. | am not teaching on Fridays next
semester. Also, | wile on vacation from July 50 August 18 this year.

Best regards,

Antje Lauer
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Association of Rural Town Councils
C/O Three Pointsiebre Mountain Town Council
P.O. Box 76
Lake Hughes, CA 93532
ourartc@gmail.com

28 July 2018
SENT VIA EMAIL

Mr. Bret Banks, Executive Director

Antelope ValleyAir Quality Management District
43301 Division Street, Suite 206

Lancaster, CA 93535
bbanks@avagmd.ca.gov

Dear Mr. Banks,
RE: AB 617,Community Air Protection Program Steering Committee

The Association of Rut&own Councils (ARTCYxonsists of fourteerural council areasepresenting
constituents acroghe Greater Antelope Valley Communitfhe ARTChas fully supportethe
Antelope ValleyAi r Qual i ty Ma rdlaperatiennwith old orgahizatide itdedtiy,
quantify, evaluate, and set forth planseéduce PM2.5 and PM10 particulates that contributaitdigh
rates of respiratory diseasesd can carryalley feversporeghat cause the fungal infectidn
CoccidioidomycosisThe Antelope Vallg (AV) is prone to dust control issues exacerbated by frequ
high-wind events, predictable drought, development, agricultural activitieéng operationsand will
face further impacts due to projected population increase, major infrastructure pasjdctstinued
utility -scale renewable energgvel@ment, further increasing health risks to residents

The Association isommitted toengagement with the AV community regarding air quality, €
has already participated in numerous meetings meadiess complex issues associated w
reducing and controlling fugitive dust. Our work has included outreach to the public, med
professionals, many meetings with city and county officials and departments, profession:
educdors, the farming/agricultat community and the military.There is much more to
accomplish, andve see that our participation in the Steering Committee is anotipartant
step to further our goal of improving air quality and protecting the health of residents in tf
AntelopeValley.

Sincerely,

v A

Susan Zahnter
Director
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